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Privet

Plant Problem

Signs/Symptoms

Treatment

Powdery Mildew

White dusty appearance on the
upper leaf surface. Premature
defoliation with severe infection.

Pale speckling on leaves. Later
in the season, dense speckling
and dark fecal spots are
evident. Foliage becomes silvery
and dried out. Tiny, yellowish
thrips larvae are present.

As early as late April, small,
round exit holes (5 mm), appear
on the larger stems. Pupal

skins may hang out from holes.
Infested stems may have shown
stress the previous summer.

Sanitation. Improve air circulation.
Avoid planting in shady areas in the
landscape. Apply foliar fungicides
at disease onset.

Thrips infestations can be suppressed
with contact and systemic insect-
icides. Adults can fly, and they insert
eggs into leaf and stem tissue,
protecting them from predators
and insecticides. Applications of an
insecticidal soap or horticultural oil
help to contol exposed larvae.

Prune out heavily damaged stems
and keep up a regular practice of
thinning. Time insecticidal sprays to
occur after pheromone traps capture
the wasp-like adults or after exit
holes first appear. Treat regularly to
cover the adult emergence period,
about two months.
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